History
Sound Changes from Adata to Adadé

1.

2.
3.
4
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

i > j/_V:iarioba > jarjoba, hanedia > hanedja

a, e > o / unstressed: abesa > aboso, 10zera > 16zaro

b,d, g > B,0,y:jabo > jafo, Adato > Adato, gamun > yamun

o > nil / following or preceding a stressed syllable and always wordfinal, but never initial or
after another vowel or halfvowel: aBan > afin, €93 > €af; Exception: papo, zozak, hapaf
and, curiously, Adats remain

Two geminate consonants following each other are simplified to one: azz > az

Is > 1z:1s0 > 120

n,l,r > n, 1, r/final and preceded by a consonant: aln > aln, khirl > khirl, 16zr > 16zr
pt), tth), k(h) > ¢, b, x / _C (but not if preceding /j/): 4plo > alo, zathn > zdpn
regressive assimilation: 48s > 4@s, 450 > 4z0, 4tzon > 4dzon, diézk > diésk

ai, ei, oi, au, eu > aj, ej, 0oj, aw, ew: eul > ewl, dei > dej

4,6,1,6,4 > #,i6,1, 4, ué: Adato > £dato

ué,ié > wé, jé

Stress shifts to initial syllable

9 > a/stressed: opjap > apjap

p,t.k > b, d, g /initial, V_V or final after a vowel: £k > ®#g

Unstressed long vowels are shortened: abjab > abjab

1z > 1z / wordinitial: 1z6 > 1z0

y > h/initial: y#mun > h&mun

y > x: zuly > zulx

Sound Changes from Zodadé to Yad

1.

Stressed short vowels: & and € merge as phonemic /e/ = [g]; phonetic [0] remains but is best
analyzed as phonemic /o/; phonemic /i/ and /u/ remain and are phonetic [1] and [u]; phonemic
/a/ is retained as such.

Stressed long vowels show a vowel shift: 2 > 0, & > 1,1 > 0i, 6 > @, 0 > ii (always
long). But long 1 remains as such in closed syllables and does not diphthongize to oi.

Short diphthongs and triphthongs (i.e. short vowels + /j/, /w/) develop as follows: aj, ®&j >

& jej > (j)&, 0oj > oi, uj > y; aw > au, &w > ¢ (always long); jew > (§)o (/j/ is
retained only when it does not palatalize a preceding consonant). The diphthong we usually, but
not always, becomes @. These changes are contemporary with those noted under Pt.2 - i.e. they
affect original diphthongs and not, for example, the /0i/ that developed from earlier 1.

Long diphthongs develop as expected from the corresponding long vowel, with shortening before
the glide: @i > oi, €i > 1; 0i > ui; au > ou; €u > iu.

Short vowels, whether or not stressed, become long in the last open syllable of the word. This
change happened after the changes outlined above but before the dropping of weak unstressed
vowels (as given in 6.). When the change applies to [9], it becomes a: wephonéph&na >
wepnapa belittle.



10.
11.
12.

13.

Widespread weakening of short vowels in unstressed syllables: basically, a > [a] is retained in
word-final position, but is often dropped in internal unstressed syllables unless necessary for
pronouncing otherwise difficult consonant clusters. Other vowels are dropped finally (unless
needed for support), internally front short vowels reduce to /i/ and all back short vowels reduce
to /u/. Since [a] and [9] are in complementary distribution, they are best considered as
allophones of the phoneme /a/. Syllabic /m n/ add an /a/ before them; syllabic /1 r/ add

an /u/.

Initial, post-consonantal and final consonants: there is no need to show aspiration of voiceless
stops, as aspiration (as in English) is automatic except after certain other consonants (when it is
predictably absent). Thus we can write phonemically: /pt k/. > v; § > f; x > h.
Palatalization: before /j/ and (original) /i/ and /i:/, dental and velar consonants become
palatalized: k, t > tf; g, d > d3;s > §;z > 3,0 >n;1 > £

Intervocalic & is deleted. The resulting vowel clusters are resolved as best as can be (e.g.:
Adadé > Yad)

The phone [x] is generally preserved intervocally and before voiceless consonants, but as it is in
complementary distribution with the phone [h], it is best assigned to the same phoneme /h/.
However, [X] either becomes [g] before voiced consonants or it is lost as in Kaxd > Kod. In
final position, [X] is normally lost, with compensatory lengthening of the preceding vowel: &x
> & of.

/w/ is deleted after labial consonants (e.g. vwe > ve four); /j/ is deleted after palatals.

Some consonant clusters are simplified. E.g.: Ir > rr: n&lror > nerru horse.

Word-final -r in nouns and adjectives tends to be deleted, because it is identified with the
eragtive suffix -(u)r. Example: nelror > nerru horse.

The initial cluster 1z > ulz. E.g.: 1ze > ulzi word.

Sound changes from Yad to Y&t

1.
2.

/h/ is inserted between two identical vowels (ignoring vowel length)

Short vowels are lengthened to mid-long except before voiceless phones; long vowels are
shortened to mid-long before voiceless phones.

The voicing of fricatives becomes allophonic, being voiced between two voiced phones and
voiceless elsewhere.

Voiceless stops and affricates lenite in coda position to fricatives: /p t f k/ > /§ 0 § x/.
Voiced stops and affricates devoice in coda position.

/h/ and the [$] allophone of /p/ merge, [$] becoming an allophone of /h/ when following a
rounded phone; however, when [¢] preceded a voiced phone it instead becomes /w/.

The new diphthongs created by this /w/ as well as older diphthongs in /w/ monophthongise as
follows: /i:w i*w iw €:W e'W eW WW W'W UW OIW O'W OW BIW B'W BW YIW Y'W SIW
o'W/ >/wuwuiuiuvuuuuwuuuol oo ol o oloY.

A push chain vowel shift caused by the lowering of the new /u/ phones on vowels of all lengths
as follows:/uoeeigy/ >/opaite u/ /pal subsequently shift to/a €e/./e/ shifts to
/a/ when following a non-rounded phone and /w/ shifts to /#/ except in the initial syllable where

it re-fronts to /y/. Following this the now marginal vowel phonemes /e y/ shift to /we wi/; /a/



then raises to /#/ in the initial syllable and otherwise lowers to /e/ and merges with /a/. /o/ then

lowers to /a/ rendering the resulting vowel system symmetrical.

9. The palatal nasal /np/ merges with /nn/ intervocalically and with /nj/ preceding a vowel
elsewhere.

10. Between two vowels epenthetic glides are inserted: [tg] following a back vowel, /j/ following a
front vowel, /h/ following /#/.

11. Word final sonorants are fortified into clusters when following short and mid-long vowels /r 1 n
m K/ > /rt 1t nt mp £c/. Simultaneously /n/ is reanalysed and realised as /nji/ in word final
position.

12. The palatal lateral /£/ is backed to [L] adjacent to back phones.

13. Alveolars are palatalised preceding /i/ (of any length): [t d s z] > [c 3 ¢ j]; clusters of
alveolar + /j/ become palatals: [tj dj sj zj] > [c 3 ¢ i].

14. The central vowel is lost, shifting differently in different lengths: /it i* ¥/ > /u: e' i/. /e’/ then
becomes /eje/ and a little later (following change 16.), /e/ merges with /&/.

15. The palatal glide /j/ and velar glide [u]] are fortified intervocalically to [j y]; [y] is reanalysed
as an allophone of /x/.

16. The postalveolars are palatalised (merging with palatals) following close and close-mid front
vowels.

17. The vowel length system breaks down. The long vowels break into long diphthongs: /u: o: a: e:
it/ > /uij o:g a:a €19 irw/. The mid-length vowels break into short diphthongs in word final
position: /u* 9" a’ €' i'/ > /uj og¢ aa €9 iw/; otherwise they shorten, causing compensatory
lengthening on the following consonant.

18. Old double consonants mostly do not merge with new long consonants, instead fortifying: /rr jj
nn ff fif/ > /dr j3 nd f: fiw/. New long voiced fricatives fortify also: [0: z: 3: j: y:] > [0d
zd 34 j# v8l.

19. Final open and mid open short vowels and diphthongs are lost when preceded by a single
consonant and a syllable also containing an open or mid open short vowel or diphthong. /a/ is
inserted following word final consonant clusters containing at least one long consonant.

20. The palatals become alveopalatals, pushing the postalveolars to become laminal alveolars. The
old palatal stops become alveopalatal affricates.

Phonology
Phoneme inventory
Consonants
Bilabial Labio- Dental | Alveolar | Alveopalatal | Palatal | Velar | Glottal
dental
Stop pb td kg
Affricate ts dz t¢ dz
Fricative fv! 00! Xy h A’
Apical sz
sibilant
Laminal sz ¢z




sibilant

Nasal m n

Approximant j
Lateral 1 K
approximant

Trill r

'Fricative voicing is mostly distributed predictably, being realised as voiced only when between two other
voiced segments except for a very small number of cases. The most significant of these is where final

short vowels have recently been dropped leaving voiced fricatives in final position.

All consonants distinguish length except for /r/ and some of the voiced fricatives, the long variants of

which recently fortified from /3: z: z: z: yi/ to the clusters /0d zd zdz zdz yg/.

Monophthongs

Front | Back
Close | i u
Mid € b)
Open a
Diphthongs

Diphthongs are all falling and are categorised by the initial vowel element.

Short Long

Front | Back | Front | Back
Close | iw uj itw uj
Mid € og €19 oig
Open aa a:a
Allophones

Voiceless plosives are aspirated in initial position and when following a fricative or another plosives.

/h hi/ are realised as /¢ ¢/ when adjacent to a rounded segment.

Phonotactics

Short diphthongs are found only in word final position.

/t d s z/ do not occur before /i iw i:w/.

Dialects

There are two primary dialects: the one described in this document, which is spoken over by far the
largest area and is the prestige dialect; and the ‘highland dialect’, which is more limited in area and
population and lacks prestige. These two dialects diverged only very recently and so differ only in a few

points:




Firstly, where the lowland dialect has long diphthongs word-internally or —initially, the highland dialect

has long vowels: /i: u: e: o1 @i/ for /i:tw wij €9 o:¢ a:a/. Secondly, where the lowland dialect has final long or

short diphthongs, these are short diphthongs in the highland dialect: /iw uj €9 og aa/ for /i:w wij €10 og a:a/.

Thirdly and more significantly, where the lowland dialect has long consonants in word final position the

highland dialect has short consonants, and where the lowland dialect has word final plosives these have

been lost in the highland dialect. For example, the highland dialect has /aygeze/ for lowland /aygezek/

(meaning ‘black’), and /ah/ for lowland /ah:/ (meaning ‘country-dweller’).

Orthography
Consonants
Bilabial | Labio- Dental | Alveolar | Alveopalatal | Palatal | Velar | Glottal
dental

Stop pb td kg
Affricate cj t,cd,j
Fricative f th kh, g h
Apical S
sibilant
Laminal ch ch, s, sy
sibilant
Nasal m n
Approximant y
Lateral 1 ly
approximant
Trill r
Monophthongs

Front | Back
Close | 1,1 u, U
Mid e, ¢ 0,0
Open a,a
Diphthongs

Short Long

Front | Back | Front | Back
Close | i u i i
Mid e 0 € )
Open a a

Yeot orthography is historical, based inexactly on a dialect a few hundred years old. It is variable

however, and in some dialect areas a more phonemic orthography is used. The following differences may

be found between phonemic and orthographic realisation:




Fricative voicing

Fricatives until recently were distributed as follows: where fricatives are between two voiced segments
they are voiced; otherwise they are voiceless. However, recent final vowel loss and epenthetic final
vowels (see below) have rendered voicing distinctive in final position. Nonetheless voicing is not
distinguished at all in orthemes for fricatives. Instead, where fricatives are between two voiced orthemes,
they are voiced. The one case in which this does not happen is where a coda voiced stop has been

devoiced preceding a (necessarily voiced) fricative. This is not indicated in orthography.

Fricative voicing

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic
Jip /gipy/ chip

nivent /niven:ta nifent

itzent /itzenita/ itsent

afsat /afisa:at/ afsat

olzeze /ol:izez/ olséché

gerf /gerfa/ gerf

The velar fricative is written <g> rather than <kh> in the cluster /yg/ resulting from fortition of /y:/.

Vowel and consonant length

The differentiated consonant lengths recently derive from an older three-way vowel length distinction,
and this is still shown orthographically: historical short vowels are written with a breve, historical mid-
length vowels are written without diacritic, and historical long vowels are written with a macron. While
long vowels broke into diphthongs, and are written as such, mid length vowels merged with short vowels
with compensatory lengthening of following consonants or in word final position broke into short
diphthongs, and in either case are not written to show this (although the clusters resulting from long

fricatives have come to be written as such).

Historic short vowels

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic

ezent /ezent/ &chént

bizezent /bizezent/ | bich&chént

Historic mid-length vowels

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic

i'bomn /ibroen/ iboen
ape'h /apeh:/ apeh
sitker /eikieg/ sike

Historic long vowels



Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic
wp hjp/ ap

hibiive: /hibiizwveg/ | hibife

a'vme: /avime:g/ afmé

Alveopalatals

The alveopalatals derive from two occasions of recent palatalisation: firstly the then-postalveolar stops
and sibilants (which would subsequently shift to laminal alveolars) become alveopalatal when following a
palatal phone or close front vowel (/i i i: ¢ j A/); secondly alveolars became alveopalatal when preceding
/i i it/ and the clusters [tj dj sj zj] became [t¢ dz ¢ z]. Note that the /e/ which caused palatalisation in the
first shift occurred only as the sequence /e3e/ resulting from the older /e/ which itself was derived from
the lost /#/. The finally resulting /eze/ is written <&ché>, making it orthographically indistinguishable
from the rarer sequence /eze/ which resulted from /e3e/. /eze/ is written <ei> by a small number of
scribes. The alveopalatal /dz/ also results from the fortition of long /z/ and double /jj/ resulting from

new /j/ in diphthongs (not long /j:/ resulting from mid-length vowel shortenings). In this second case this

is not shown orthographically.

First palatalisation

Historical | Phonemic Orthographic
ritfezent [ritgezent/ ricéchént
&itf /dzizwte/ jic
d&ezedgesent | /dzezedzezent/ | j€chéj&chént
¢ from [?

Second palatalisation

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic

tirve fteirwved/ tife

t¢ from t internal?

di'nt /dpinita/ dint
& from d internal?

sident /eiden:ta/ sithent
¢ from s internal?

Z from z initial?

imzi:be /inizitwbey/ | insibe

Fortition of /jj/

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic

uij hujde/ ay




Fortition of /z:/

Historical | Phonemic Orthographic

be'bi'zezent | /bebiizdzezent/ | bebichjéchént

Loss and epenthesis of final vowels

Final /&9 og aa/ (that is, short, open and open-mid diphthongs) were lost in final position in multisyllabic
words following single consonants where the preceding vowel or diphthong is also open or open-mid.
This sometimes results in final voiced fricatives (and is the primary cause of their phonemicity).
Conversly, words ending in a cluster containing one or more long consonants (but ignoring appoximants)
gained an epenthetic final /a/. Neither of these is shown in standard orthography, although the

epenthetic /a/ is written <4 > by certain scribes.

Final vowel loss

Historical Phonemic | Orthographic
gare” /ga:ar/ gare

ezehor /ezeh/ &chého

Lost final /a/

Final epenthetic /a/

Historical | Phonemic | Orthographic
i'vjie'nt /iviienita/ | ifyent

Ojiske-1t /Bjiskelita/ | thyiskelt

si'mp /eim:pa/ simp

The simplitied orthography

Certain writers, almost all speakers of the highland dialect, have in recent years begun to use a new, more

logical and phonemic orthography. This orthography is as follows:

Consonants
Bilabial Labio- Dental | Alveolar | Alveopalatal | Palatal | Velar | Glottal
dental
Stop pb td kg
Affricate cj ty dy
Fricative ff f th dh khgh | hhh
Apical SN
sibilant
Laminal ch jh SSy sy
sibilant
Nasal m n
Approximant y
Lateral 1 ly
approximant




T I

All long consonants are indicated by a following apostrophe <’>.

Monophthongs
Short Long
Front | Back | Front | Back
Close | i u i a
Mid e 0 e 0
Open a a
Diphthongs
Front | Back
Close | i u
Mid e 0
Open a

Note that, being designed to write the highland rather than lowland dialect, this orthography does not
distinguish length in diphthongs but does so in monophthongs. At the time of writing, the lowland dialect
with its historical orthography is by far the more prestigious and so has been used for the remainder of
this grammar. However, some of those examining social forces believe that the highland dialect is
destined to become the more influential in future; its innovative orthography is certainly gaining

followers.

Morphology
Derivational Morphology
Derivational suffixes often replace final short vowels; this is not the product of historical sound changes

but a recently innovated morphophonemic process.

Affixes to derive adjectives and nouns
These affixes are generally not distinguished as adjectives and nouns can be morphologically treated as
each other without derivation (although a word derived by such an affix will nonetheless be either a noun

or an adjective).

Affix Meaning Etymology
/-olizi/ <-olsi> (derives concepts and ideas as well as | Cognate with noun <olséché> with
story and myth titles) irregular shortening of the unstressed
vowel
/-eign/ <-g8n> agent, experiencer of verb Association with <mthén >
/-Augjs, -huijs/ <- great, mighty, large (augmentative Cognate with adjective <hiis>
hiis > and honourific)




/-jaa/ <-ya> similar to, like Cognate with preposition <yt >

/-kegt/ <-két> (derives directions, methods, purposes | Cognate with noun <két>

and other abstract concepts)

[-lis/ <-lis> (derives placenames) Cognate with noun <lis>

[/ <-u> little, small, feminine (diminutive) Innovation

Affixes to derive adverbs
These affixes are generally not distinguished as adjectives and nouns can be morphologically treated as

each other without derivation.

Affix Meaning Etymology

/-ilita/ <-ilt> | without, lacking Cognate with preposition <ilt>

/-pin/ <-pin> | with, accompanying | Cognate with preposition <péchént> with irregular shortening

of the unstressed vowel

Noun Declension

Plural formation

The plural form of nominals is derived from the singular by means of a prefix. This prefix takes a
different form depending on the initial phoneme and the initial historical phoneme. Phonemically this
prefix takes five different forms: /ap af af: av avi/; orthographically, it takes three forms: <ap af 4f>.
The first phonemic form occurs before vowels and the approximents /j w/; the second phonemic form
occurs before voiceless plosives and affricates, and historical voiceless fricatives other than /f/; the third
phonemic form occurs before historical voiced fricatives and replaces historical /f/; the fourth phonemic
form occurs before nasals and /r 1/; the final phonemic form occurs before voiced plosives and affricates.

This information is summarised below:

Initial Prefix Example

consonant Singular Plural Meaning

Current | Hist.

(any vowel) /ap/ <dp> | /if/ <if> /apif/ <apif> man

fjwl <yw> /jazats/ <yac> /apja:ats/ <dpyac> prisoner

p/ <p> /af/ <&f>

fgl <t> | 1

/i <c>

/k/ <k> /ket/ <ket> /afkenpt/ <atket> road

0/ <th>

Ise¢/ <s> | /s/

/sl <ch> | /f/ /saygez/ <chdggéché> | /afsaygez/ <afchaggeche> | dog

/h/ <h> /hwitw/ <hwi> /athwiiw/ <adthwi> mouse




Ml <f> /af/ <af>

] <f> v/ Mfiwdzis/ < fijis> /afiwitwdzis/ < affijis> cold

6/ <th> | /o/ /0ezeh/ <th&chéh > /af:Bezeh/ < afth&échéh > child
/s¢l <s> | /z/ /swij/ <su> /afisuij/ <afst> uncle
/s/ <ch> | /3/ /sitwm/ < chim > /afisiwm/ <afchim > neighbour
/m/ <m> /av/ <df> | /mifierpn/ <mihén> /avmifiegn/ <&dfmihén> baker
/n/ <n> /muijr/ <nir> /avnwijr/ <afnir > woman
r/ <r> /rwitwnx/ <rwinkh > /avrujnx/ < afrankh> prophet
n <1> Mugj/ <la> /avlwj/ <aflu> bird

/b/ <b> /avi/ <af>

/d d¢/ /d/ /dos/ <dds> /avidos/ <afdds> house
<d> /dzuijl/ <jul> /avidzuijl/ <afjil> scribe
/dz/ <j> /gels/ < gels> /av:gels/ < afgels > border
lg) <g>

Certain nominals undergo a stem change with the addition of the plural prefix. There are two of these:

nominals which historically underwent the change from <d> to <a> in plural, and nominals which

historically had <ii> or <> in both singular and plural which have since had different outcomes

depending on whether or not it is in the initial syllable. The first of these types results either in a shift

from /a:a/ to /exn/, <a> to <&>, or from /a/ to /e/, <a> to <e>; the second has resulted in shifts

from /witw wj/ to /uij aia/, <wiid> to <u a>, when occurring before historical voiced phonemes or

word final, and /wi eze/ to /eze a/, <wi &ché> to <&ch¢ a>, when occurring before voiceless

phonemes. In both cases there may be nominals in which the stem has a form which might expect a shift

but which does not.

< 0> -derived shifts

Singular Plural Meaning
/tazal/ <tal> /aftel/ <éftel > moon

/jazats/ <yac> | /apjeipts/ <apyec> | prisoner

/ahy/ <ah> /apeh:/ <#peh> country-dweller

<> -derived shifts

Singular Plural Meaning

/switw/ <swi> /afiswij/ <afsti> tradition

/rwitwnx/ <rwinkh> | /avruijnx/ <dfrinkh> | prophet

short ii shift?

<> -derived shifts

Singular Plural Meanin
g

long o shift?




short 6 shift?

Due to the various different plural formations, the lexicon gives the plural form alongside the singular in

cases where the initial phoneme is <th s ch> and in all cases with a stem shift.

Possessive suffixes

Suffixes are added to nouns to express possession, agreeing with the possessor for person and number.

Possessive suffixes

Singular Plural
First fiw/ <i> /iiwk/ <ik>
Second | /eji/ <eyo> | /ejioky/ <eyok>
Third /eig) <&> /eigk/ <ek>

Example paradigm /a:am/ <am>, ‘sister’

Singular Plural
First /azamizw/ <ami> /azamirwk/ <amik >
Second | /a:ameji/ <ameyo> | /a:amejiok:/ <ameyok >
Third /aiame:y/ <ame> /azameigk/ <amek >

The possessive suffixes can block shifts that otherwise occur to consonants in word final position. All
final historical voiceless plosives became fricatives, which, in the case of historical /p/, became /w/ when
between two voiced phones and merged with /h/ otherwise. In addition to these shifts, lengthening and

two separate sets of palatalisation occurred as described in the orthography section. These suffixes are

summarised below:

Historical | Final Internal

p/ /hhw/ <hhw> | /pp/ <p>

t/ /0 0/ <th> et tey/ <t>

1/ /s st/ <ch> /ts te ts: tg/ <c>

/k/ /x xi/ <kh> /k ki/ <k>

/b/ pp/ <p> /bb/ <b>

/d/ it/ <t> /ddd:de/ <d>

&/ i/ <c> /dz & dz: &/ <j>

g/ /kk/ <k> lg gl <g>

] ff/ <f> /fvfivb/ <ffffb>

10/ /6 6:/ <th> /6 0 6: 8d/ <th th th thd>

/s/ /s s/ <s> /Is¢zzsi¢izdzds/ <sssssssdsd>
/§/ /s ¢si¢/ <ch> /s z z st zdz zdz/ <ch ch ch ch chj chj>
N/ ff/ <f> /v vb/ <ffb>

10/ /6 6/ <th> /8 8d/ <th thd>




/z/

/s s/ <s> /z

72 zd zd4/ <s s sd sd>

/3/

/s i/ <ch> /z

zdz/ <ch chj>

Examples of consonant shifts with suffixes

Historical | Non-possessed First-person Third-person possessed | Meaning

final possessed

p/ /Bezeh/ <théchéh > /Bezepiw/ <théchépi> /Bezepe/ <théchépé> child

1t/ /mezeh0/ /mezehtgiiw/ /mezehtge:y/ <méchéhté> | brother
<mé&chéehth > <méchéhti>

1/ /o:ebeg/ <oObéch > /oigbetg itw/ < Ob&ci> /oigbetg €1/ <obéce > throne

/k/ /i0x/ <ithkh > /ibkizw/ <ithki> /ibkep/ <ithké> lady

&/ fjazats/ <yac > fjaradzitw/ <yaji> fjaradz exd/ <yaje> prisoner

N/ /ifi/ <if > fiviiw/ <ifi> livierg/ <ife> man

/z/ /mezes/ <méchés > /mezeziiw/ <méchési> /mezeze:y/ <méch&se> father

As these changes are not entirely predictable, where they occur the first-person singular possessed is

given in the lexicon. Where the third-person singular possessed has a different stem again to the first-

person singular possessed it also is given in the lexicon.

In addition to these relatively recent stem shifts, examples of older irregularities survive. Stems

historically having a final, short /a/ lost this before suffixes. This survives in some cases only

orthographically and in some cases is preserved in pronunciation. Also, stems historically ending in /i u/

shifted to final /j w/ before suffixes. These undergo various shifts. Sometimes they are preserved or with

no more change than lengthening, /j j: w wi/. In some cases, however, historical /w/ may form a

diphthong with the preceding vowel which subsequently monophthongises: /i:w i'w iw ww u'w uw e:w

ow y:iw/ > Ju/, lew ow y'w/ > /u/, lew ow/ > N/, letw exw/ > /oi/, [ew o'w/ > /o'/, few/ > /o/. These

subsequently shift /u: o:ur o' u o/ > /o ar o a' o a/ before undergoing the expected shifts as described

elsewhere. More significantly, the equivalent shift to the common /z/ < /j/ < @ occurring between two

front vowels, /y/ < /f/ < @ occurred between two back vowels.

Examples of lost final /e'/

Historical | Non-possessed First person possessed
/Bjiske/ /Bjiskeg/ <thyiske> | /Bjiskitw/ < thyiski>
/ejome/ /ejioien/ <eyodne > /gj:ognitw/ < eyoni >

Examples of final vowel-approximant shifts

Historical

Non-possessed

First person possessed

/ezefio/

/ezef/ <é&chého>

/oieyitw/ < okhi>

/faryeze/

/saygez/ <chaggéché>

/sajirtw/ <chayi>




Another old irregularity is the lengthening of short vowels before single consonants when suffixes are
added. This has the expected outcomes based on sound changes previously described. Note particularly
that a short /i/ remains /i/ whereas mid-length /i/ may result in /eze/ via /i/ > /e'/ and a long /ii/ may

result in /w:j/ via /&/.

As these changes are not predictable from the non-possessed form, when they occur the singular first-

person singular possessed is given alongside the non-possessed singular in the lexicon.

Ergative enclitic

The only marked case is the ergative, the unmarked being called the oblique; although historically the
marker was a suffix, it has been reanalysed as a second position enclitic to the whole noun phrase. It
takes the form /orta/ <ort> when following a consonant and /r/ <’r> when following a vowel

(including diphthongs).

/apjetsorta/ <dpyéc ort> ‘prisoner (Ergative)’

/azamizwr/ <ami ‘r> ‘my sister (Ergative)’

Adjective Declension

Comparative and superlative

The comparative and superlative forms of adjectives are formed by means of suffixes. The comparative is
typically formed with /nezes/ <-néch&s> and the superlative with /jel:ta/ <-yelt>. Various irregularities
are created by these or preserved from older forms. As in nouns, final /e'/ (/e9/) originally derived from
Yad final /e/, may be lost before endings (whether or not it has also been lost word finally). Final
fricatives become voiced word internally, and epenthetic consonants and vowels gained word finally were
not gained word internally. The historical combinations /sj zj/ formed by the addition of the superlative

suffix became /¢ z/ but are still written <sy>.

Example of lost final /e"/

Phonemic | Orthographic
Historical bure-
Simple /bujreg/ <bire >
Comparative | /buijrnezes/ | <burnéchés>
Superlative /bujrjelita/ | <buryelt>

Examples of fricative voicing and superlative palatalisation

Phonemic | Orthographic Phonemic Orthographic
Historical Bo:s Historical gi'zos
Simple /680:g8/ <thos > Simple /gizdos/ < gisdos >
Comparative | /Boigznezes/ | <thdosnéchés> Comparative | /gizdoznezes/ | <gisdésnéchés>
Superlative | /Boigzelita/ <thosyelt> Superlative | /gizdozelita/ | <gisdosyelt>




Example of fricative voicing and final epenthetic /a/

Phonemic | Orthographic

Historical gerf

Simple /gerfa/ <gerf>

Comparative | /gervnezes/ | <gerfnéchés>

Superlative | /gervjelita/ | <gerfyelt>

Most adjectives ending in an /n/ regularised their comparative suffix resulting in a double
intervocalic /nn/ which fortified to /nd/. However, where this double /nn/ followed a mid length vowel the
first lengthened resulting in /min/ which was not fortified. A few common adjectives ending in /n/,

however, kept their original irregular suffix and thus have only short /n/.

Adverbial form

Adverbs are regularly formed from adjectives by the prefix k&d-. This suffix loses its final consonant
before other initial consonants. Also, the vowel of the prefix is shortened preceding historically voiceless
phonemes. This gives three forms for the adverbial prefix: /ke:pd ke:p ke/. In addition to these, certain
vowels may take a different form when no longer in the initial syllable, as described in the section on the
formation of the plural. Also, initial voiceless fricatives will voice when preceded by the vowel of the

adverbial prefix.

Examples of regular prefix

Historical | Adjectival Adverbial Meaning
aryezek /aygezek/ <aggéchék> | /keipdaygezek/ <keédaggéchek> | black, secretly
burer /buijrey/ <bire> /kegbuijreg/ <kebure > brave, bravely

Example of shortened prefix

Historical | Adjectival | Adverbial Meaning

hu: /hwij/ <hti> | /kefmij/ <kehti> | blue, weakly

Example of initial syllable vowel shifts

Historical | Adjectival Adverbial Meaning

rwitls /rwitwls/ <rwils> | /kepruijls/ <keruls> | foreign, strangely

As the meanings of the derived adverbial forms of adjectives are not entirely predictable, all common

derived adverbs have been listed in a separate section alongside their meaning in the lexicon.

Personal Pronouns
The personal pronouns distinguish four cases to the single case of normal nouns. The basic form of each
pronoun is the absolutive, which might be considered equivalent to the basic form of other nouns. The

ergative form is then distinct (although if the pronoun is not the final word of its phrase then the ergative



enclitic is also found), as is the oblique form (that which follows prepositions). In the second person

pronouns, the vocative is also still distinct.

Personal pronouns (phonemic)

Singular Plural

First | Second | Third | First Second | Third
Absolutive | jiw Baa iw jik: Bak: ik:
Ergative jiiwr | Baar iwr jikirog Bakirog | ikirog
Oblique jinta | Ban:ta inita aygezent | lakonita | a:ian
Vocative Baia Ba:ak

Personal pronouns (orthographic)

Singular Plural

First | Second | Third | First Second | Third
Absolutive | yi tha i yik thak ik
Ergative yir thar ir yikro thakro ikro
Oblique yint thant int aggéchént | lakont an
Vocative tha thak

Numerals

The numerals have survived comparatively unchanged from Yad: no regularisation has been seen. The
cardinal numeral 1, <jéché>, may also be used to indicate indefiniteness. In addition to the numerals
found in the table below, the number for ‘a thousand’ is <swin> /swirwn/. Both this and the numeral

<yih> are declined for plural as other nouns when plural.

Numerals (phonemic)

Cardinal | Ordinal | x 10
1 dzez lo:edzez IO
2 | jiw loigjiw jiroig
3 SOIEZIIE loiezoe SOIEZIETIE
4 fiw lorgviw firo:e
5 0o Iofi: Bo:erog
6 is loigyis uijroie
7 min:ta loreminita | mirog
8 hwib: lofi:wi6: hwiddrog
9 njilita lozendilita | njaygezeroig
10 | roe loigroie jih:
Numbers (orthographic)

Cardinal | Ordinal | x 10
1 [ jéch& 16jéché o




yi loyi yird

2

3 $0s0 16s0 SOsOrd

4 fi 16fi fird

5 tho loho thoro

6 1s Iokhis Urd

7 mint [omint mird

8 hwith lohwith | hwithdro

9 nyilt Iondilt nyagg&chéro
10 | © 1610 yih

Ordinal numbers higher than 10 are formed by the addition of the prefix <15-> /lo:g-/. In the case of
thousands and hundreds, this is prefixed before the plural prefix (closer to the stem). Combination
numbers are formed with the largest part first, the first two parts being joined by <ont> /on:ta/ but
others merely juxtaposed. In combination ordinals, only the first number takes the ordinal prefix.
Examples are found below. Note that in higher numbers, which are rarely required in day-to-day life,

considerable ambiguity occurs.

Examples of cardinals

10 ont tho /ro:g on:ta Oo:g/, ‘fifteen’

s0sOrd ont yi /soigzoigroig on:ita jiw/, ‘thirty two’

hwithdrd ont Is /hwiddro:g on:ta is/, ‘eighty two’

yih ont thord yi /jih: on:ita Oa:eraie jiw/, ‘one hundred and fifty two’

#pyih mint ont fird nyilt /apjih: min:ta on:ta firo:g njilita/, ‘seven hundred and forty nine’
swin ont yih ro jéché /swiiwn on:ta jih: roig dzez/, ‘one thousand, one hundred and eleven’
dfswin nyagg&ch&rd ont yi /afswiitwn njaygezeroig on:ta jiw/, either ‘ninety-two thousand’ or

‘ninety thousand and two’

Examples of ordinals

1616 ont j&ché& /loieroig on:ta dzez/, ‘eleventh’

10mird ont nyilt /loigmiroig on:ta njilita/, ‘seventy-ninth’

4fl1oyih s6s0 ont @ird /avlo:gjih: so:gzo:g on:ta uijroig/, ‘three-hundred and sixtieth’

Verb Conjugation

Roots and stems

All forms of verbs are formed by changes made to the verbal root. This root alone is found as the
imperative form of verbs, and is the first form given in the lexicon. Different stems are then formed from
the root to express mood and tense. Stems are formed for: the past indicative, optative, and obligative; the
present indicative, imperative, optative, and obligative; and the future. There is also a verbal-noun stem
and an infinitive stem. Non-indicative moods in the future are paraphrased with the future stem along
with auxiliary particles. The future stem in Y&t is derived from a combination of the Yad verbal noun and

present optative.



Formation of the infinitive and verbal noun stems

The infinitive is generally either the root without any affixes or the stem with a suffix of <-e>/-e9/; this
suffix may, of course, have been lost if it follows an open or open-mid vowel and single consonant: in
these cases the infinitive is phonemically identical to the root but distinguished orthographically. Note
that this suffix causes the voicing of a root-final fricative. More significantly, a final consonant lenited in
coda position may not longer be in coda position in the infinitive form and therefore shifts to an older
form; such shifts are the same as those described in the nominal morphology section on possessive
suffixes, and also apply to all other verbal suffixes which put an otherwise coda consonant into the onset

of a new final syllable. A few infinitive stems are formed by unpredictable shifts in the root.

Examples of <-e> infinitive

Root Infinitive Meaning
fidiexpl/ <idel > /idiexpl/ <idele > rape
Nteiwf/ <tif> fteitwvey/ <tife> | sin
/aglaxi/ <olakh> | /oglak:/ <dlake > | forget

The verbal noun is formed through the suffixation of <-&chént>. However, this caused palatalisation of
the final consonants of certain stems at a point earlier than any discussed heretofore. This palatalisation
typically involves the shift of a final alveolar stop to alveolar laminal affricate or alveolar apical fricative
to alveolar laminal fricative. It also affects certain nasals and the lateral. In addition to this, if the final
vowel of the root is long then in most cases it will be shortened in the verbal noun: this may actually
involve the shortening of a following consonant, if the final root vowel was mid-long, or the lengthening
of a consonant, if the final root vowel was long. Other shifts may also occur in the formation of the

verbal noun stem which are less predictable.

Examples of regular verbal nouns

Root Verbal noun Meaning

Meitwf/ <tif> /tgiviezent/ <tif€ch&nt > sin

/witwl/ <wil> | /wikiezent/ <wily€chént> | rise

/bis:/ <bis > /bizezent/ <bichéchént > attack

Examples of irregular verbal nouns

Root Verbal noun Meaning

/ebiizwn/ <ebin> | /eigbezendezent/ <&béchéndéchént> | cry

[dsiw/ <di> /dezent/ < déchént> become
/dwitw/ <dwi> /dwezent/ <dwéchént > drink
/hox:/ <hokh > /hotsezent/ <hdcéchént > stroke

Both the infinitive stem and verbal noun stem are always given in the lexicon alongside the root form of
the verb.



Formation of the past stem

If the infinitive stem is formed with the addition of <-e> then the past stem is identical to it. If the
infinitive stem is identical to the root or is irregularly formed and the root ends in a vowel then the past
stem is identical to the root. If the infinitive stem is irregularly formed or identical to the root and the root
ends in a consonant, then the past stem is generally formed with the addition of <-e>, like some
infinitive stems. Occasionally, however, the past stem is identical to the root in such cases instead. On top

of these variations, some past stems are irregularly formed.

Examples of (reasonably) regular past stems

Root Infinitive Past stem Meaning

/mogk/ <mok > /moigg/ <moge > /mogge-/ <moge-> protest

/mjizde:gk/ <myisdek > | /mjizde:pk/ <myisdek > | /mjizde:pge-/ <myisdége-> | celebrate

/dzwij/ <ju> /dzwj/ <ju> /dzwj-/ <ju-> pull

Examples of irregular past stems

Root Infinitive Past stem Meaning
/ujp/ <tup> /ujp/ <tup> /wjbeze-/ <ubéché- > freeze
/hoh:/ <hoh> | /hohy/ <hoh> /hopieze-/ <hopéché-> | defeat
/maoien/ <ndn> | /noign/ <ndne> | /noni-/ <non-> g0

The past stem, where it is different to the infinitive stem, is given in the lexicon.

Formation of the present stem

The present stem is formed by the addition of <-ch> /-s -¢/ to the root. This causes the devoicing of a
final consonant, thereby also causing the shortening of the preceding vowel. This in term may have
effects on the length of that final consonant. The final consonant may, however, also have been devoiced
in word final position in the root: this is particularly the case with historically voiced fricatives. In this
case the change in quality of the vowel and length of the consonant are the remaining visible effects. If

the suffix follows other consonants then a final epenthetic vowel may be inserted as in any other case.
If the final consonant is one of /t d/ then it will form an affricate with the suffix before being lenited as
expected of afficates in final position. The effect of this is that a root ending in one of /t d/ will lose its

final consonant before the addition of the present stem suffix.

If the root ends in a coronal fricative or affricate then the suffix is <-&h> /-es/. This may have effects

on the final consonant as it becomes intervocalic.

Examples of regular present stems

Root Present stem Meaning

fidiexpl/ <idel > /idiexpls/ <idelch> rape

/bisi/ <bis > /bizdes/ <bisdéch> attack




/oglaxy/ <olakh> | /aglaxisa/ <odlakhch> | forget
/saiat/ <sat> /sas:/ <sach> begin
Examples of irregular present stems

Root Present stem Meaning
/mikitga/ <milyc> | /mikiga/ <milych> | suck
/tazalek:/ <talek> | /taals/ <talch> shine
/gaiar/ <gar> /ga:arsa/ < garcha> | befriend

The present stem, where its formation is more complex than the addition of <-ch> /-s -¢/ or <-&ch> /-

es/, is given in the lexicon.

Formation of the optative stems

The optative stems are formed by the addition of a prefix to one of the tense stems: the present stem to
form of the present optative, the past stem to form the past optative, or the verbal noun stem to form of
the future indicative (which also carries optative meanings). The form of the prefix depends on the
historical initial phoneme of the stem to which it is added. Prefixed to vowels or semi-vowels the form is
<og-> /og:-/; prefixed to voiceless stops and affricates, and historically voiceless fricatives other

than /h/, the form is <6h-> /oh-/; prefixed to /h/ the form is <o6kh-> /ox-/; and prefixed to historically
voiced fricatives, nasals, and liquids other than semi-vowels the form is <ok-> /ok:-/. Where the initial
fricative was historically voiced it retains its voicing in optative stems, despite following a voiceless

phoneme.

Examples of regular optative stems

Root Past optative stem Present optative Future indicative Meaning
stem stem

/ebiizws/ | /ogiebitwze/ /og:ebiiiwzes/ /og:ebiidziezent/ make

<ebis> <ogebise> <ogebiséch > < ogebijéchént >

/wonehy/ | /ogiwonep:eze/ /ogiwoneh:sa/ /ogiwonepezent/ belittle

<woneh | <ogwdnepéché> <ogwonehch > <ogwonépéchént >

>

Nteitwf/ /ohteirwve/ < Ohtif> /ohtgifisa/ < ohtifch > /ohtgiviezent/ sin

<tif> < Ohtiféchént >

/¢ihy/ /oh¢ip:eze/ /oh¢ih:sa/ < 6hsihch > /ohe¢ipezent/ give

<sih> < Ohsipéché > < Ohsipéchént >

/hab:/ /oxhat:e/ < 6khhate > /oxhagy/ < okhhach > /oxhatsezent/ marry

<hath > < 0khhacéchént >

/ri0:/ [okiritie/ < okrite > /ok:rig:/ < okrich> [okritgezent/ hear

<rith> < okricéchént >

/fnizws/ /okivnitwze/ <okfnise> | /okivni:wzes/ /okivnizdzezent/ pray

<fnis> < okfniséch > < okfnichéchént >




The optative prefix preceding voiced stops and affricates is the same as that preceding their voiceless

equivalents, and causes devoicing of this initial consonant.

Formation of the obligative stems

The obligative stem is formed by the addition of the prefix /s-/ <s-> to the tense stem. This takes the
form /sa-/ <sd-> preceding voiceless fricatives and historical affricates, or /sa-/ <sa->with lengthening
of the following consonant where it precedes voiced fricatives and historical affricates. The /s/ prefix then
become /¢/ preceding /i/. Just as the optative prefix, where this precedes voiced affricates and stops it

devoices them.

Examples of obligative stems

Root Past obligative stem Present obligative stem Meaning
/ebiitwn/ <ebin > /seigbeze/ <sebézé > /sebiitwng/ < sebinch > cry
/bebritws/ <bebis> | /spebritwze/ < spebise > /spebritwzes/ < spebiséch > name
ftsuij/ <cu> /satsifieze/ <sdcthéché> | /satsezee/ <sdcéchéch> have sex
Idiw/ <di> [stgi/ <sti> /steig/ <stich> become
fitw/ <i1> /¢itwbeze/ <sibécheé > /gihisa/ <sihch > sit

/gaiar/ <gar> /ska:are/ < skare > /skaiarsa/ < skarchd > befriend
/dzwj/ <ju> /sadzwjge/ <sajiige> /sadz:ezexs/ < sajéchékhch > throw

Number

In the past and present, the verb stem is further inflected to agree in number with its subject: it takes the
suffix <-f> /-f -fi/ in the singular and <-nt> /-nt -n:ta -n/. In each case the first allomorph follows a
short vowel and the second follows a mid-length vowel; /-n/ follows a long vowel. If the stem form to
which this suffix is added does not end in a vowel then <-&-> is inserted in the plural. These suffixes
have only recently been applied in the present, and so final epenthetic vowels are still present preceding
the suffixes. However, the epenthetic vowel is still not written, leading to such unlikely looking forms as
<hokhchnt>.

Examples of past number agreement

Past stem Singular Plural Meaning
/dzuij/ <ju> /dzuijt/ <juf> /dzujn/ <jin> pull
/uijbeze/ <ubéché> /uijbezet/ <ubéchef> /ujbezent/ <ubéchént > freeze
/mik:e/ <milye> /miken:ita/ <milyent> /mikef/ <milyef> suck
Examples of present number agreement

Present stem Singular Plural Meaning
/ga:arsa/ < garcha > /gazarsaf/ < garchaf> /gazarsant/ < garchdnt > befriend
/hox:sa/ <hokhch > /hox:saf/ <hokhchf> /hox:sant/ <hokhchnt > masturbate
/hasi/ <hach> /has:f/ <hachf> /hasient/ <hachént > marry




/dzezexs/ <jéchékhch>

/dzezexst/ <jéchékhchf>

/dzezexsent/ <jéchékhchént>

pull

Example conjugation

Below is the full conjugation of the verb rdl, ‘love’. This has been chosen as an extremely regular verb.

Stem

<rol> /roel/

Infinitive

<rodle> /roel/

Verbal noun

<rolyéchént > /rok:ezent/

Past Present Future
Singular Plural Singular Plural
Imperative <rol> /roel/
Indicative | <rolef> <rolent > <rolchf> <rolchént > < okrolyéchént >
/roglefy/ /roglenita/ /roglsf/ /roiglsent/ /okirok:ezent/
Optative < okrolef> <okrolent> | <okrolchf < okrdlchént
/okiroglefy/ /okroglenita/ | > /okiroelst | > /okiroiglsent
/ /
Obligative | <srolef> <srolent > <srolchf> <srolchént >
/sroglef:/ /srocglentta/ | /sroglst/ /sroglsent/
Syntax

Basic Word-Order

The basic word order of simple sentences is SVO. If the subject noun phrase is followed by a relative

clause then the word order is changed to VOS. This change in word order can also be used to indicate a

topicalisation of or emphasis on the subject. Adpositional phrases follow the object, coming in the order

manner — place — time.

Noun Phrases

Noun phrases are made up of a noun which may be modified by adjectives, appositions, and genitives.
The order is (Determiner) — (Quantifier) — Noun — (Adjective(s)) — (Genitive(s)) — (Apposition(s)) —

(Ergative enclitic). Adjectives tend to be sorted according to how inherent they are as properties of the

noun in question.

Examples

chim /sitwm/

neighbour

(a/the) neighbour

sak afstf /sa:ak afsu:jf/

these Pl-uncle

these uncles




shik nimp afgari /sik: nim:pa aviga:ariiw/
those few PI-friend-1st

those few friends of mine

st sithenteyo gerf /suij ¢iden:tej: gerfa/
this pig-2nd old
this old pig of yours

dosé fijis myinti /doze:g fi:wdsis mjin:tizw/
house-3rd cold mother-1st

my mother’s cold house

sak &chés dfliek nimds dpameyo biire, dpigertdik, ort
/sa:ak ezes avluije:pk nimioigs apaiamej: bujreg apirwgertairwk orta/
these all Pl-bird-3rdpl brown Pl-sister-2nd brave, Pl-enemy-1stpl, ERG

all of these brown birds of your brave sisters’, our enemies (ergative)

Adjectives

Adjectives typically only decline to show levels of comparison and to derive adverbs. They may,
however, be declined for plurality and possession as nouns: in these cases they refer to typical nouns
describable with the normal force of the adjective. For example, <afhtigont> /afhu:jgon:ta/ (from

<htgont> /huijgon:ta/, ‘hostile’) is another common word to mean ‘those hostile [to us], enemies’.

Verbs

Useage

The past, present and future divide tense as expected. In some cases the present tense may be used to
denote a past action when alongside other statements using the past tense: this is a device used especially
in story-telling to make past events more immediate and dramatic; the present tense is also occasionally
used to describe future events: this is a symptom of the comparatively recent derivation of the future

tense, and again is often used to indicate more dramatic, immediate or relevant future events.

The moods are used as follows: the imperative is used for commands and requests; the indicative for
reality; the optative for wishes and hopes in the present and future, and for unreal events in all three

tenses; and the obligative for necessary or coerced events (‘have to’, ‘had to’, ‘must’).

Relative clauses

Relative clauses always follow the noun that they qualify, coming in the same position as adjectives.
Word order within a relative clause the subject of which is the noun modified in the main clause may be
either SRVO or RVOS (where R stands for the relative timeword), with the variation in word order
following the same rules as in main clauses. In these cases the subject is marked with a normal absolutive

or ergative pronoun. A relative clause that modifies a noun that is its object or oblique argument takes the



word order ORSV, ORVS, BRSVO, or BRVOS (where B stands for an oblique argument which is the
modified noun): the first and second of these are used in relative clauses the object of which is the noun

modified and the third and fourth are used in relative clauses an indirect object of which is the noun
modified.

The timewords are <yt > /juij/ and <wiis> /wuwijs/. The first is used in relative clauses contemporary to

the main clause; the second for those prior to the main clause.

Examples of relatives in which the modified noun is the relative subject
Yir rolch if i y@ fnis&ch /jitwr ro:gls if: iw ju:j fnitwzes/
I-ERG love-PRE man he-ABS REL pray-PRE

I love the man who is praying

Yir rolch if ir wis gare yi /jitwr roiglg ift itwr wuijs gaiar jiw/
I-ERG love-PRE man he-ERG REL befriend-PST me-ABS

I love the man who befriended me

Example of relative in which the modified noun is the relative direct object
Yir rolch if i wiis yir gare /jirwr roglg ift iw wuijs jirwr ga:ar/
I-ERG love-PRE man he-ABS REL I-ERG befriend-PST

I love the man whom I befriended

Examples of relatives in which the modified noun is the relative indirect object
Yir rolch if of int yi simp’r talch /jirwr ro:glg ift of: in:ta ju:j ¢im:par ta:alg/
I-ERG love-PRE man upon he-OBL REL sun=ERG shine-PRE

I love the man upon whom the sun is shining

Yir rolch if &ché&lt int wiis thi’r sip&che tal /jirwr ro:gly if: ezelt inita wuijs Oitwr ¢ip:eze
ta:al/
I-ERG love-PRE man to he-OBL REL goddess = ERG give-PST moon

I love the man to whom the goddess gave the moon

Passive
The passive is formed by the verbal noun and the auxiliary 7. The agent is expressed by an ergative in

final position.

Examples

Yi i bich€chént /jiw iiw bizezent/
I-ABS am attack-VN

I am being attacked



Yi i bichéch&nt méché&seyo‘r /jiw i:w bizezent mezezejir/

I-ABS am attack-VN father-2nd = ERG

I am being attacked by your father

Lexicon

Throughout the lexicon, words directly derived from Yad are given in black; words derived from

compounds are given in green; recent compounds, derivations, back-formations and blends are given in

blue; words derived from borrowings in the age of Yad are given in orange; and recent loanwords are

given in red. It may be observed that to fill the statistical hole in the phoneme inventory, new words focus

especially on the sound /u/; for this reason also, consonant clusters which would be unpronounceable in

Y&t tend to be separated out using /u/.

Verbs

Throughout this section the following forms may be given: the stem (always); the infinitive and verbal

noun stems (always); the past stem (where it differs from the infinitive stem); and the present stem

(where its formation is more complex than the addition of <-ch> /-s -¢/ or <-&&ch> /-gg/). If the initial

consonant of the stem was historically a voiced fricative, this is noted alongside the definition.

Y&t Meaning
Phonemic and orthographic Phonetic

<bebis bebise bebichjéchént > [bebritws bebiitwze) name
/bebritws bebiitwzeg bebiizdzezent/ bebrizdzezent)]

<béchelis béchélise béchélichéchént > [bezelitws bezelitwzep send
/bezelitws bezeliiwzen bezelizdzezent/ bezelizdzezent)]

< bis bis bichéchént bisdent bisdéch > [bis: bis: bizezent bizden:ta attack
/bis: bis: bizezent bizden:ta bizdes/ bizdes]

<ci cithe cthéchént céchéch > [tsuij tswijfeg tsifiezent tseze¢] | have sex

/tsuj tsuijhieg tsifiezent tsezee/

<di di déchént>
/dgiw dziw dezent/

[dsiw dziw dezent]

become (supplies
the verbal noun
and future of i)

<dwi dwi dwéchént dwich >

/dwizw dwitw dwezent dwig:/

[dwizw dwi:w dwezent dwig:]

drink

< ebin ebine eb&échéndéchént > [eb:itwn ebiirwnep cry
/ebiizwn ebritwne erpbezendezent/ erpbezendezent]

< ebis ebise ebijéchént > [ebiizws ebiitwzeg ebiidziezent] | make
/ebiizws ebiiiwzeg ebiidziezent/

< fnis fnise fnichéchént > [fni:ws fni:wzep fhizdzezent] pray (/v-/)
/fnitws fnitwze fnizdzezent/

< gar gare garéchént gare > [ga:ar ga:ar garezent ga:are] befriend

/gaiar ga:ar garezent ga:are/




< hath hate hacéchént hate hach > [hab: hat: hatsezent hat:e has:] | marry
/hab: hat: hatsezent hat:e has:/

< hibif hibife hibiféchént hibifch > [hib:i:wf hib:itwve hibiiviezent | lift
/hibzitwf hib:irwvep hib:iviezent hibifisa/ hibifisa]

< hif hife hiféchént hifch > [hizwf hitwvep hiviezent hifisa] | drink
/hitwf hirzwveg hiviezent hifisa/

< hoh hoh hopéchént hopécheé > [§od: dod: Popezent Ppop:eze] defeat
/hoh: hoh: hopezent hop:eze/

<hokh hokh hocéchént hoke > [ox: dox: dotsezent dok:] masturbate

/hox: hox: hotsezent hok:/

<ii>

[itw itw/

[i:w i:w]

be (verbal noun
and future supplied
by di)

<idel idele idelyéchént idele > [id:exl id:exgl id:ekiezent rape
/idie:nl idiexl id:eAiezent id:exle/ idiexle]

<insip insibe insibéchént insihch > [in:zi:wp in:zi:wbep strike
/imizitwp inizitwbep inizibiezent inizih:sa/ in:zibiezent inizihisa]

<1p ip ib&chént 1béchént ihch > [i:wp i:wp ib:ezent ihisa] sit
/itwp itwp ibiezent itwbeze ih:sa/

<ju ju jéchént jéchéch > [dzu:j dzw:j dzezent dzezec] pull
/dzuij dzw:j dzezent dzezee/

<juk juge jéchgjéchént jéchékhch > [dzw:jk dzuijgeg dzezedzezent throw
/dzuijk dzuijgeg dzezedzezent dzezexs/ dzezexs]

mih mihe mih&chént [mih mifiegp mifiezent] bake (back-

/mih mifiey mifiezent/

formation from

mihén)
<milyc milye milyéchént > [mif:iteca mik:ep mikiezent] suck
/mik:tea mik:ep mikiezent/
<mdk mdge mojéchént mdge mokhch > [mo:ek mo:eg modziezent protest

/mogk moigg modziezent moigge moxisa/

moigge mox:sa]

<mik miige mijéchént >

/muk mugep mudzezent/

[muk mugeg mudzezent]

object to, reject
(from Yhat muik)

<myisek myisdek myisdejéchént myisdege [mjizde:ok mjizde:ok celebrate
myisdekhch > mjizdedz:ezent mjizde:pge

/mjizde:gk mjizde:gk mjizdedz:ezent mjizde:oge mjizdex:sa]

mjizdex:sa/

<non ndne nonnéchént non > [no:en no:en noninezent non:] g0
/noign noign noninezent non:/

<nos nosde ndchéchént > [nos: nozdep nozezent] die

/nos: nozde) nozezent/

< nun nune nunéchént >

[nun nuney nunezent]

leave, exit (from




/nun nuney nunezent/

Yhat niin)

< olakh olake 6lacéchént olake olakhch > [o:glax: o:glak: o:glatsezent forget
/aglax: o:glak: o:glatsezent oiglak:e o:glaxisa/ aglak:e o:glax:sal

<rith rith ricéchént rite rich > [ri0: ri0: ritgezent rit:e rig:] hear
/ri0: ri0: ritgezent ritie rigy/

<10l role roly&chént role > [roiel roel roriezent rogle] love
/roiel roigl rokiezent roigle/

< sat sat sajéchént sadéché sach > [sa:at sa:at sa:adzezent begin
/sa:at sa:at sazadzezent sa:adeze sasy/ sa:adeze sas:]

<sih sih sipéchént sipéché > [¢ih: ¢ih: ¢ipezent ¢ip:eze] give
/¢ih: ¢ih: ¢ipezent ¢ip:eze/

<talek talek taljéchént talge talch > [ta:alek: ta:alek: tal:dzezent shine
/ta:alek: tazalek: tal:dzezent ta:alge ta:als/ ta:alge taials]

< tif tife tiféché tifch > [tei:wf teirwve) teiviezent sin

fteiwf teitwve) teiviezent teifisa/

teifisa]

<1l tle ulyéchént >

[ul ulep urezent]

improve, lift (from

/ul uleg ukezent/ Yhat )
<1p Tp &chébéchént tbéché &chéhch > [wijp wijp ezebezent wijbeze freeze
/uijp uijp ezebezent wijbeze ezehs/ ezehs]

<wil wile wilyéchént > [wirw] witwlep wikiezent] rise
/witwl witwleg wikiezent/

<woneh wonepe wonépéchént wonepéché [woneh: wonep: wonepezent belittle

wonehch >

/woneh: wonep: wonepezent wonep:eze woneh:sa/

wonep:eze woneh:sa]

Nominals

Abstract nouns

Yet Meaning
Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

fiporta /fip:orta/ [fip:orta] strength
fiporta /fip:ortusj/ [fip:ortusj] weakness
kiind /kuijnuj/ [kuzjnuij] glint, glimmer
Animals

Yet Meaning
Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

aggéché /aygez/ [aygez] snake

byirta /bjirta/ [bjirta] goat
chaggéché /saygez/ [saygez] dog




&bes /exgbesy/ [e:obes:] fish

fwi /fwiw/ [fwiw] ox

har /ha:ar/ [ha:ar] sheep

h&ch&hhiis /hezefhujs/ [hezeffu:js] | hare

h&chého /hezehi/ [hezeh] rabbit

hwi /hwizw/ [pwiw] mouse

hwihis /hwitwhAu:js/ [dwirwhujs] | rat

ikh /ix/ [ix] cat

ikhhas /ixhuzjs/ [ixhuzjs] lion, tiger, leopard (predatory cat large enough to be a
danger to humans)

jic /dzizwte/ [dzizwte] flea

jichiis /dzi:wtehujs/ [dzitwtchuzjs] | fly, flying insect

1 /luj/ [Tuzj] bird

maggéché /maygez/ [maygez] worm

maggéchii /maygezu:j/ [maygezw;j] | maggot

nidro /nidrog/ [nidrog] horse

niléh /nitwleh/ [nizwleh] domestic animal

niléhhis /ni:wlehhu:js/ [ni:wlehhu:js] | beast of burden

ra /ruj/ [ruz] fox

rad /rujui/ [ruzjuij] fox cub; the young of dogs, cats, and various other
mammalian species

sithent /giden:ta/ [¢iden:ta] pig

Parts of the body and human finctions

Yet Meanin

Phonemic and Phonetic | g

orthographic

don /dozen/ [doen] hand

ik /ikmj/ [ikmuzj] breath

itsent /it:zen:ta/ [it:zen:ta] | penis

mif /mifi/ [mifi] mouth

olséchg /olizez/ [ol:zez] word

yicent /jitgen:ta/ [jiteenita] | arm

People, family, and society

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

afchimhas /afsitwmbujs/

[afsitwmAuzjs

]

population (always plural)

afsatt /afisa:atuij/

[afisa:atuij]

meal (always plural)




aggéchya /aygezja:a/ [aygezjaia] rope, string

ah /ah:/ [ah:] country-dweller

am /a:am/ [a:am] sister

amu /a:amuj/ [a:amuj] younger sister

as /a:as/ [a:as] city-dweller

bir /birwr/ [bizwr] homosexual (from Zhaj bijr)

chim /sizwm/ [sitwm] neighbour

dos /dos/ [dos] house

dost /dosuj/ [dosuij] shack, hut

dosya /dosja:a/ [dosja:a] home

&chého /ezeh/ [ezeh] nobleman

&chéhii /ezehu:j/ [ezehuij] member of the nouveau riche

eyone /gj:oien/ [gj:0en] girl

eyonu /ejrorgnuij/ [gj:o:enuj] young girl

gar /ga:ar/ [ga:ar] friend

géls /gels/ [ge:als] border

if /ify/ [if] man

ifa /ifuj/ [ifuj] young man, male teenager

igertd /itwgerta/ [i:wgerta] enemy

ithkh /i0x/ [16x] mistress, lady

jac /ja:ats/ [jaats] prisoner

jul /dzujl/ [dzu:jl] scribe

ma /ma:a/ [ma:a] person

méchéhth /mezeh06/ [mezehO] brother

mé&ch&hthii /mezehOu:j/ [mezehOuij] younger brother

mé&ch&hthya /mezehBja:a/ [mezehBja:a] | friend, competitor

meéchés /mezes/ [mezes] father

mihén /mifie:on/ [mifiexpn] baker

myint /mjin:ta/ [mjin:ta] mother

ndr /nujr/ [nuzjr] woman

nlrd /nujruzj/ [nuzjruzj] young woman, female teenager

obéch /o:gbes/ [o:ebes] throne

obéchii /o:gbesuij/ [o:ebesuij] chair

suf /su:;jf/ [sujf] uncle (-f added by association with <if> to distinguish
from determiner <sti>)

st /sujuij/ [suzjuzj] spark, cinder

th&ché&h /Bezeh/ [Bezeh] child

théch&hket /Oezehke:ot/ [6ezehke:ot] carer for children

thyiske /6jiskea/ [6jiskeg] queen

thyiskelt /6jiskel:ta/ [6jiskel:ta] kingdom

thyiskh /Bjisx/ [6jisx] king




thyiskhhts /6jisxhuzjs/ [6jisxhuijs] emperor, king of many lands

tusisk /tuzisk/ [tuzisk] conqueror, warlord (from Yhat zsisk)

Religion

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

afsat /afisa:at/ [afisa:at] celebration, feast (always plural)

afsathiis /afisa:athuijs/ [afisa:athuijs | religious festival, religious feast
|

chéchékorta /sezekorta/ [sezekorta] worship

ibon /ib:o:en/ [ib:ozen] heretic

ibonhiis /ib:o:enfiuzjs/ [ib:o:gnfiwijs] | demon

igerthiis /itwgerthuzjs/ [i:wgerthu:js] | evil

ilus /ilmjs/ [ilmuzjs] temple

ilust /ilujsuzj/ [iluzjsuj] shrine

16sorta /lo:gzorta/ [lo:gzorta] religion

nik /nik:/ [nik:] god

rwinkh /rwizwnx/ [rwirwnx] prophet

s€kir /sekuzjr/ [sekujr] priest

sike /¢ik:eg/ [eik:ea] priestess

swi /switw/ [swiw] tradition

thi /0i:w/ [Bi:w] goddess

tifen /teirwfe:on/ [teirwfeon] sinner

Weather, the sky and landscapes

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

iflo /ivlog/ [ivlog] rain

iflohais /ivloghu:js/ [ivloghwijs] | rain storm

ifla /iviuj/ [ivlug] spitting rain, showers

ik /iky/ [ik:] wind

ikhas /ik:huijs/ [ik:huzjs] wind storm (tornado, storm without much rain)

ket /ke:pt/ [ke:at] way, road, path

kiin /ku:jn/ [ku:jn] star

Iis /lis/ [lis] land, earth

milent /mil:en:ta/ [mil:en:ta] ice

olsohtis /ol:izo:ghuijs/ [ol:zo:ghwjs] | winter

simp /gimipa/ [¢imipa] sun

st /suj/ [suj] star




tal, aftel /ta:al afte:l/ [ta:al] moon

ay /wjds/ [wjde] Snow

tyhts /wjdzhujs/ [wijdzfiuzjs] snow storm

Adjectives

Yeét Meaning

Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

aggechek /aygezek/ [aygezek] black

agg€cheku /aygezeku:j/ [aygezekusj] grey

ahya /ahija:a/ [ahija:a] inexperienced, naive

asya /a:asja:a/ [a:asjaia] experienced, cynical

biire /bujrey/ [bujreg] brave

chéchekortket /sezekortkempt | [sezekortke:pt] religiously motivated

/

chimket /sitwmke:ot/ [si:wmke:pt] generous, self-sacrificing

donya /dognjaza/ [doenjaza] dextrous, skilled

fijis /fi:wdzis/ [fizwdzis] chilly, cold

fijist /fiwdzisuij/ [fiwdzisuj] cool, slightly cold

fu /fuj/ [fuj] fat (from Yhat fi1)

garkét /gaiarke:ot/ [ga:arke:pt] generous

gerf /gerfa/ [gerfa] old

gerfya /gerfja:a/ [gerfja:a] wise

géstin /gezun/ [gezun] challenging, skilled (from Zhaj gesun)

gisdont /gizdon:ta/ [gizdon:ta] powerful

gisdos /gizdos/ [gizdos] nearby

hia /huij/ [huj] blue

hiigont /huzjgon:ta/ [huzjgon:ta] hostile

htigontii /huzjgon:tuzj/ [hu:jgon:tuzj] annoyed

hithtis /hu:jhuzjs/ [hujfuzjs] black, very dark blue, turquoise (use to describe the
sea)

his /huijs/ [husjs] great, large

hwiya /hwirwja:a/ [pwirwja:a] small

ibonya /ib:ognja:a/ [ib:a:gnjaza] sinful, bad

igertya /irwgertja:a/ [iwgertja:a] hostile, dangerous

itsentket /itizen:tke:ot/ [it:zenitke:ot] sexually motivated

jicya /dzizwtgja:a/ [dzi:wtgja:a] annoying, irritating

julya /dzujlja:a/ [dzuijlja:a] skilled, well-trained, intelligent

16sortya /lo:gzortja:a/

[lo:gzortjaia]

complex, bureaucratic

laya /luijja:a/

[lugjaza]

flying, able to fly

mif /mifike:gt/

[mifike:ot]

concerning food production




milentya /mil:en:tja:a/

[mil:en:tja:a]

icy, slippery

milt /mil:ta/ [mil:ta] shining, bright

milthiis /mil:thuzjs/ [mil:thujs] blinding, very bright

nifent /niven:ta/ [niven:ta] red

nifenthts /niven:thu:js/ [niven:thuijs] crimson, very bright red, blood red
nikya /nikija:a/ [nikija:a] divine, powerful

niléhya /nitwlehja:a/ [ni:wlehja:a] tame, domesticated

nimos /nim:o:gs/ [nim:ozgs) brown

nimosi /nim:oigswij/ [nim:o:gsuzj] dirty, muddied

of /oef/ [0:ef] happy

ofhas /oigfhuijs/ [o:efhusjs] ecstatic, very happy

olsd /ol:izog/ [ol:zazg] cold

rwils /rwiwls/ [rwirwls] foreign

simpya /¢im:pja:a/ [eimipja:a] healthy, wholesome

stdin /sudin/ [sudin] heathen, blasphemous (from Zhaj zudin)
stis /sus/ [sus] clean, perfect (from Zhaj zuz)

swiya /switwjaia/

[switwja:a]

traditional

talya /ta:aljaia/ [ta:aljaa] calm, serene
th&ch&hya /Bezehja:a/ [Bezehja:a] playful, mischievous
thodéchént /0a:edezent/ [60:edezent] holy

thodéchénthiis /6a:edezenthu | [0o:edezenthwjs] | holy, sacred

ijs/

thodéchéntt /0a:edezentuij/ | [Baedezentuij] good

thos /Bo:gs/ [B2:gs] white

thytskeltket /Bjiskel:tke:ot/ [6jiskel:tke:nt] patriotic, nationalist
thyiskeya /6jiskegja:a/ [6jiskegja:a] elegant, beautiful
wim /witwm/ [wizwm] yellow

wip /witwp/ [witwp] green
Determiners and Quantifiers

Determiners

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and
orthographic

Phonetic

st sak /su:j sa:ak/

[su:j sa:ak]

this, these

shi shik /siw sik:/ [siw sik:] that, those
Quantifiers

Yet Meaning
Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic




nimp /nim:pa/ [nim:pa] some, a few

&chés /ezes/ [ezes] all

ortd /orta/ [orta] every, each

Adverbs

Yeét Meaning

Phonemic and Phonetic

orthographic

dosyaket /dosja:ake:gt/ [dosjaiake:pt] homewards

gip /gipy/ [gip:] last year

kebiire /kepbujrey/ [ke:pbuzjreo] bravely

keédaggéchek /kerpdaygezek/ [kerpdaygezek] secretly

kedof /kedoef/ [ke:pdoef] happily

keédolso /kexpdol:zoie/ [ke:pdol:zozg] slowly, sluggishly

kédim /ke:pduzjm/ [ke:pduijm] ineptly, being hindered
keduip /ke:pdusjp/ [ke:pduzjp] energetically, enthusiastically, healthily, with energy
kefijs /kegvirwdzis/ [ke:gvirwdzis] slightly slowly

kegerfa /kegerfa/ [kemgerfa] finally, in the end

kégisdont /ke:pgizdon:ta/ [ke:pgizdon:ta] powerfully, with strength
kegisos /ke:pgizdos/ [ke:ngizdos] nearby

keht /kefiuj/ [kefmuj] weakly

kehiigont /kefimuzjgon:ta/ [kefmujgon:ta] hostilely, threateningly

kehts /kefimuzjs/ [kehAruzjs] a lot, completely, greatly
kémilt /ke:pmil:ta/ [keomil:ta] obviously, evidently, well
kénifent /ke:niven:ta/ [kemniven:ta] bloodily, violently

kénimos /ke:gnim:oigs/ [ke:onim:ozgs] softly, gently

keruls /ke:pruijls/ [ke:gruzjls] strangely, differently, unusually
kethodéchént /kerpdoiedezent/ | [keipdo:iedezent] | morally, for the gods

kethos /ke:pdoigs/ [ke:0oes] obviously, visibly

lisket /liske:ot/ [liske:ot] towards land

olsoket /ol:izo:gke:gt/ [ol:izo:gke:ot] upwards, toward upland areas

Conjunctions

Yet Meanin
Phonemic and Phoneti | g
orthographic c

chip /sip/ [sip:] thus
holt /hol:ta/ [pol:ta] when
ont /on:ta/ [on:ta] and

thilt /0il:ta/ [6il:ta] but




Interjections

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and Phoneti

orthographic c

a/a:a/ [a:a] oh! (expresses surprise, shock)
rd /ra/ [ra] (expresses anger, exasperation)
0 /wj/ [w] ooh (expresses interest, surprise)
Prepositions

Yet Meaning

Phonemic and Phoneti

orthographic c

&chélno /ezeln/ [ezeln] before, in front of

&chélt /ezelt/ [ezelt] to, toward

hi /hiw/ [hiw] out of

i/iw/ [i:w] of

ige /itwgeg/ [irwged] against, to, at

ilt /il:ta/ [il:ta] without

it /ity/ [it:] with, using (<Tith> /i0/ before voiceless consonants)
ndl /nwij/ [nuj] in, inside

of /ofy/ [ofi] on, upon (<0f> /of/ before voiceless consonants)
péchént /pezent/ [pezent] with (comitative)

wint /win:ta/ [win:ta] made of

yi fjuj/ [usj] as, like, equally to
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